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CONA UPCOMING PROGRAMS
All meetings are held at the Gulf Har-
bor’s Civic Center at 4610 Floramar Ter-
race, New Port Richey, FL 34652. For 
questions please contact one of the 
CONA Directors.

The Kitson Project
March 15, 2017 9:30 AM

Presenters: Darren Morse, Kitson Part-
ners Project Manager, Kristen Mark 
Hughes, AICP, from Pasco County Plan-
ning & Development, and Attorney 
Clarke Hobby from Hobby & Hobby, PA.

Scope: Presentation outlining the resi-
dential, retail and commercial aspects of 
the project; water management efforts, 
traffic and transportation solutions; 
effects on adjoining communities; em-
ployment opportunities and timeline for 
completion

Reserve Studies
April 19, 2017 at 9:30 AM

Presenter: Matt Kuisle from Reserve 
Advisors

Scope: Determining and funding areas 
for which reserves must be maintained 
by the community organization

PASCO COUNTY

Pasco County Fire Rescue 
Introduces two, New specialized 
Teams!
Pasco County Fire Rescue is pleased to 
announce two new programs that will 
better serve the citizens and visitors of 
Pasco County: 

– The Special Operations Response Team 
and the Latent Fire Investigation Unit.

Both programs started running Sunday, 
February 5, 2017.

“Both of these initiatives are incremen-
tally raising the bar on the level of ser-
vice provided by Pasco County Fire Res-
cue,” said Scott Cassin, Pasco County 
Fire Chief. “They will each undoubtedly 
improve the department’s response to 
those specific incidents.”

·  The Special Operations Response Team, 
within the Operations division, is a spe-
cially trained response team based out 
of Fire Station 37 in Land O Lakes. The 
four-member unit, known as Squad 1, is 
made up of one Captain, one Driver Engi-
neer and two firefighters who can assist 
in technical rescue situations, including 
confined space, high angle and top-wa-
ter events. Squad 1 will also respond to 
hazardous materials incidents, traffic ac-
cidents involving heavy extrication and 
various other incidents throughout Pas-
co County. The team will also assist with 
large structure fires, such as commercial 
buildings. 

· The Latent Fire Investigation Unit, 
within the Fire Prevention Division, is 
comprised of two law enforcement-cer-
tified fire investigators who serve as 
the department’s primary arson inves-
tigators. Latent fire investigators use 
advanced origin and cause techniques, 
with specialized equipment and training 
to investigate fires and to help prose-
cute arson cases. Investigators work on 
rotating, 12-hour shifts to provide cov-
erage seven days a week. This unit pro-
vides support to the existing shift-based 
origin-and-cause fire investigators who 

deem a fire a possible arson case or a 
case that might involve criminal activity.

These programs continue to build on 
Pasco County Fire Rescue’s commitment 
to excellence while strengthening ser-
vice delivery to citizens and visitors of 
Pasco County.

For more information about Pasco Coun-
ty Fire Rescue and fire prevention:
Visit our website: 
www.pascocountyfl.net/firerescue
Follow us on Facebook: 
www.facebook.com/pascocountyfire-
rescue

Great American Cleanup!
Saturday, March 11, 2017 
From 8:00 am - 12:00 pm

Every year, Pasco County residents join 
the national tradition of shared commu-
nity responsibility by picking up litter. 
Locally, this event is spearheaded by 
Keep Pasco Beautiful, an affiliate of the 
national, nonprofit organization Keep 
America Beautiful. In Pasco County, vol-
unteers are expected to pick up thou-
sands of pounds of trash from parks and 
roads. Teams are registered to take part 
in the 2017 Great American Cleanup in 
several areas – including Dade City, Holi-
day, Moon Lake, Lacoochee, Port Richey 
and Crystal Springs. This is a great event 
for high school students to earn commu-
nity service hours.

For more information please call 
727-856-7252 or send an email 
to kking@pascocountyfl.net.
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PASCO COUNTY ANIMAL SERVICES
Call Pasco County Animal
Services Department to ADOPT:
Land O’ Lakes: (813) 929-1212
New Port Richey: (727) 834-3216
Dade City: (352) 521-5194
See the newest pets available on
Pasco TV at 7:15 a.m. / p.m.
Verizon 42 / Spectrum 643

Pasco County household hazardous 
waste and e-waste collection
Dade City mobile HHW collection event 
to be held Saturday, March 18

DADE CITY, FL  ----  Pasco County Utilities 
is hosting a household hazardous waste 
and electronics collection event for Pas-
co County residents Saturday, March 18, 
2017 from 8 a.m. to 2 p.m., at the Pasco 
High School Stadium located at 36850 
State Road 52 in Dade City. (Enter stadi-
um parking lot via Stadium Drive north 
of the school.)  

This will be the first mobile household 
hazardous waste and electronics col-
lection event in Dade City in five years.  
County residents can safely dispose of 
household hazardous waste and recycle 
their electronics during this event.  

“This is a great time for our seasonal and 
permanent residents to do some spring 
cleaning and gather up old paint, chem-
icals, car fluid and batteries,” said Pasco 
County Utilities Compliance Inspector 
Alicia Hacker.  “Many people don’t real-
ize that things like television sets and old 
electronics contain hazardous materi-
als.  Keeping these items out of the solid 
waste stream is pivotal and this collec-
tion event is a convenient, inexpensive 
way to properly dispose of them.”  

The event is free to Pasco County resi-
dents; however, there is a $5.00 charge 
for each television, computer monitor, 
computer tower and laptop.  There’s a 
$10.00 charge for televisions 36 inches 
and larger. 

We’re in the final countdown - less than 
one week left until your lawmakers hit 
the sixty-day sprint in Tallahassee. 

Florida’s annual legislative session be-
gins this Tuesday, March 7 and runs 
through Friday, May 5. But much of the 
Legislature’s work began months ago - 
shortly after the November election, in 
fact - with lawmaker bills filed, referred, 
and already heard in committee meet-
ings.
 
In recent weeks, we’ve shared with you 
a lot about one legislative issue in par-
ticular - SB 398 and HB 483, the Home 
Tax. While we won’t stop talking about 
estoppels, this week we’ll focus on a sev-
eral other bills that your Community As-
sociation Network is keeping a close eye 
on for you that may significantly impact 
your community.
  
HB 135: Elections for boards of directors
 
Filed by Rep. John Cortez of Kissimmee, 
this bill sets requirements for board of 
directors elections for communities of 
7,500 or more homes.



Among the requirements are that the 
association must notify members of the 
election 60 days prior, and must send a 
second notice that includes the ballot. 
Members wishing to run must let asso-
ciations know 40 days prior, and may re-
quest an information sheet about their 
candidacy be included with the ballot. At 
least 20 percent of eligible voters must 
cast a ballot for the election to be valid.
 
HB 135 was referred to the House Agri-
culture & Property Rights Subcommittee 
on January 11, with no action yet taken.
 

HB 137: Nonbinding arbitration for asso-
ciation disputes
 
Also filed by Rep. Cortez is a bill related 
to disputes within associations.
 
Instead of pre-lawsuit mediation, the bill 
authorizes associations to submit certain 
disputes for nonbinding arbitration to 
the Florida Department of Business and 
Professional Regulation. The eligible dis-
putes include those over amendments to 
association documents, board and com-
mittee meetings, and non-election mem-
bership meetings.
 
HB 137 was referred to the House Ca-
reers & Competition Subcommittee on 
January 11, with no action yet taken.
 
SB 188: Preemption of local vacation 
rental ordinances
 
Filed by Sen. Greg Steube of Sarasota, 
this is one of many “preemption” bills 
filed by lawmakers. Preemption bills re-
strict the authority of cities and counties 
to regulate in their local areas.
 
The bill prevents local laws, ordinances, 
and regulations from restricting, pro-
hibiting, or regulating vacation rentals, 
based only on their classification, use, 

or occupancy - but only for local laws 
passed since June 1, 2011.
 
SB 188 was referred to the Senate Reg-
ulated Industries Committee on January 
10, with no action yet taken.
 
HB 6003: Non-preemption of local vaca-
tion rental ordinances
 If this bill, filed by Rep. David Richardson 
of Miami Beach, sounds similar to the 
above bill, there’s a good reason - it’s es-
sentially the opposite.
 
This bill gives authority to regulate vaca-
tion rentals back to local cities and coun-
ties, removing the June 1, 2011 clause 
in SB 188. It would allow local laws, or-
dinances, and regulations on vacation 
properties to continue as they see fit.
 
Given the dueling nature of HB 6003 and 
SB 188, time will tell which version will 
emerge victorious.
 
HB 6003 was referred to the House Agri-
culture & Property Rights Subcommittee 
on January 9, with no action yet taken.
 
SB 294: Financial reporting requirements
 
Filed by Sen. Randolph Bracy of Ocoee, 
this bill makes changes to the financial 
reporting requirements associations 
face.
 
Unit owners, through written request, 
may receive a copy of the association’s 
prior year financial report - if the associ-
ation doesn’t provide it, the association 
must provide financial reports for the 
next three consecutive years to the Flor-
ida Dept. of Business and Professional 
Regulation, and cannot exercise the re-
porting option.
 
The bill also removes the provision that 
allows associations of less than 50 units, 
regardless of annual revenues, to waive 
the financial report requirement for cash 
receipts and expenditures.
 
SB 294 was referred to the Senate Reg-
ulated Industries Committee on January 
25, with no action yet taken.
 

While the Home Tax gets its share of 
association news, we’re keeping close 
watch on these other significant bills this 
session. The success of your homeown-
ers, property, and association is CAN’s 
success. Gideon Tucker’s famous 1866 
saying goes, “no man’s life, liberty, or 
property are safe while the Legislature is 
in session.” But with your help, and with 
CAN’s advocacy, we can continue good 
dialogue with our state lawmakers that 
yields great results for Florida’s commu-
nity associations.

Yours in Community,
Alan Garfinkel
Community Association Network
Chairman of the Board of Directors

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
In the spirit of St. Patty’s Day
Here is a little Irish Folklore...

Besides the infamous Leprechaun, here 
are a couple of Legendary creatures:

Cluricaun
The cluricaun (or cluricaune) is an Irish 
elf, or perhaps a fairy, in the form of a 
tiny old man. He exists in a state of per-
petual drunkenness and loves to play 
practical jokes. In his work Fairy and Folk 
Tales of the Irish Peasantry, W. B. Yeats 
writes: “Some suppose he is merely the 
Leprechaun on a spree.” However Yeats 
leaves the classification ambiguous, and 
instead writes of the similarities be-
tween leprechauns and cluricauns, call-
ing them bad dressers who are “most 
sluttish, slouching, jeering, mischievous 
phantoms.”

Fear Gorta 
Literally means “man of hunger” in 
Irish. This supernatural being roams 
the earth in the form of an emaciated 
man during times of famine. He begs 
for food, and bestows good fortune 
on those who help him. Fear gorta 
can also refer to a weedy grass that, 
when stepped on, is believed to make 
men unnaturally hungry.

Happy St. Patty’s Day!



MANAGEMENT AND ASSOCIATES
Community Association Management

Accessible • Competent • Dedicated

Call Now For A FREE Consultation
o�ce: (813)433-2000 toll free: (877)626-2435

www.mgmt-assoc.com

24-HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE
Returning you to pre-loss condition

Structural Drying & Repair
Fire & Smoke Damage

Sewage Removal
Water Damage
Mold Removal

(727) 239-5486
1-888-637-7911

Christiaan Shallo
www.drs911.com  drs@drs911.com
Licensed General Contractor #CGC061708

WATER FIRE MOLD

Restoration Specialists
DiSaSTeR

R

SWARMING TERMITES LOOK LIKE FLYING ANTS. CALL US TODAY FOR A FREE EVALUATION

“Proudly Servicing Florida Since 1985”
501 E. Lemon Street, Tarpon Springs / FLORIDA LICENSE 1805

V / MC / DISCOVER
visit us at impactpest.com

Colony Elimination System

 

“Proudly Servicing Florida Since 1985”
501 E Lemon Street Tarpon Springs / FLORIDA

Focused on Condominiums and HOAs

• Audits, Reviews and Compilations
• Monthly Financial Reporting • Taxes
• Fraud Investigations • Consultations

10330 N. Dale Mabry Hwy., Suite # 207 • Tampa, FL 33618  
Phone: 813-374-0187 • Fax: 813-374-0188

Email: glenn@tampacpa.biz • Web: www.TampaCPA.biz

Glenn Nakamura, CPA, Partner, Excellent Service Director

Nakamura & Abraham, CPAs, P.L.
Certified Public Accountants

TO ADVERTISE WITH THE 
COMMUNITY NEWS PLEASE 

SEND AN EMAIL TO 
JSCANNAVINO@MGMT-ASSOC.COM

 

Sarah Alonso, Agent & Susan Barrett, AAI, Agent 
 “The Community Association Insurance Team” 

10014 Grove Drive, Suite C, Port Richey, FL 34668 
Email: Info@BarrettCommunityIns.com  www.BarrettCommunityIns.com 

Phone# 727-378-1002  Toll Free# 1-877-931-9100 

 

 

 

Pristine Ponds
Aquatic & Environmental

Services

Sam Mento
Office: 727.808.8546 
Fax: 727.375.8164
Email: Sam@ppaquatics.net
Website: www.ppaquatics.net

* Lake Management /
Aquatic Treatments 
using proven procedures 
from years of experience

* Maintenance of Wet-
lands, Aquatic Planted 
Areas and Natural Areas 

* Fountain and Aerator 
installation and repair.

* Trash Removal from 
waterways

* Erosion repair

* Aquatic Structure 
repair

* Excavation6347 Sunhigh Drive 
New Port Richey, FL 34655

Beautify Your  
Aquatic Environment!

County
Sanitation

Your Local Waste Collection, Disposal and Recycling Company

5601 Haines Road, N.
St. Petersburg, FL 33714
Email: countyrecycling@aol.com

Toll Free: 1-888-522-5794                               Local: 727-522-5794                                        Fax: 727-525-5720

www.countysanitationservice.com
12021 Hicks Road
Hudson, FL 34669

Email: countyrecycling@aol.com

BASHOR    LEGENDRE, LLP
Percy J. Legendre III, CPA

Direct (813) 679-1026
PLegendre@blcpas.com

4809 Ehrlich Road, Suite 203, Tampa, Forida 33624
11350 66th Street N., Suite 122, Largo, Florida 33773
blcpas.com Serving Tampa Bay Since 1985

(813) 961-3220
(727) 793-4108

FAX (813) 962-6165

CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANTS


