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March is here, we do afear, that we won’t drink too much green beer!
CONA UPCOMING EVENTS:
All meetings are held at the Gulf Harbor’s Civic Cen-
ter, the 3rd Wed. of each month at 9:30AM

March 16, 2016 – “The Water Fix” Issues with com-
munities served by FGUA. The speaker will be Mat-
thew Rihs, Community Service 
Representative FGUA.

April 20, 2016 – BIG EVENT!!! “Board Certifica-
tion Course” This event is FREE to CONA Members! 
Non-members may pay $15 for the Certification 
and become a CONA Member for the year!! Re-
freshments will be provided along with a program 
booklet. The event sponsors will be at the class to 
provide you with their company information and 
some goodies to hand out. To register for the class 
please go to www.conapasco.org and click on the 
Course Registration button. Contact Jessie for assis-
tance: 813-433-2016.

May 18, 2016 – “What’s Going on up there in Tal-
lahassee?!” Prospective Speaker will be State Rep-
resentative Amanda Murphy.

CAI SUNCOAST UPCOMING EVENT: 
Wednesday, March 30, 2016 8:00 AM - 10:00 AM  
Pasco County Breakfast Program  
Spartan Manor - 6121 Massachusetts Avenue

THE WEST PASCO ART GUILD
Please be sure to check out thir website 
www.westpascoartguildandgallery.org to see the 
upcoming schedule for the new year.

DADE CITY
Model Train Show  - Mar. 19 from 9 AM to 4 PM
at the Pioneer Florida Museum & Village. If you 
are a train enthusiast, make sure to put this event 
on your calendar.  Model trains in action, train and 
hobby vendors, G-Scale Garden Railway and a 1913 
Porter 10 Wheeler.

HUDSON
Crab & Shrimp Festival  - Mar. 18 & 19 at SunWest 
Park. A festival filled with family fun at a tropical 
paradise setting makes it the ideal weekend desti-
nation event for the whole family. Feast On Savory 
Seafood, Live Island Music / Entertainment, Craft & 
Art Show, Boat Show, Interactive Kids Area & More!

NEW PORT RICHEY
Chasco Fiesta - April 1 thru April 9 Downtown New 
Port Richey. This nine day festival offers entertain-
ment and fun for the entire family. Chasco Fiesta 
plays host to many activities that benefit 30 non-
for profit organizations in the local area. Events in-
clude, a Coronation Ball, a World Record Beef Bar-
beque, 9 days of entertainment culminating with a 
concert featuring popular country music artists, a 
street carnival and a parade, Native American arts 
and crafts show, golf, softball and bowling tourna-
ments, a flea market and one of the oldest boat pa-
rades in the State of Florida!!!

CHECK OUT THE IMAGE ABOVE ^ 
Scene, about 1960, in the Downtown NPR busi-
ness section during Chasco Fiesta. Getting ready 
for the parade on the far left are Ann or Donna 
and Judson Potter. The boy running is Donald 
(Runt) Conover. Also in the photo: Mrs. Vinson, 
Elfers grove owner where the Moog Road library 
now stands. Photo by Angelo Deciucies.
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Chasco Fiesta Circa 1960
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Legislative sessions sometimes feel like you’re running a 
marathon. No matter how much you train and prepare for 
the long race ahead of you, you never know how you will do 
until the big day. Some races you’ll do better than others. 
Others may outrun you. But that’s ok. Because you’ve tried 
your best and no matter what, you are determined to cross 
that finish line.
 
Well, the finish line is in sight for us as the 2016 Florida Leg-
islative session comes to an end (sine die) on Friday, March 
11, 2016:   We’ve accomplished so much together and we are 
tremendously proud of your efforts.

The “Estoppel Bill”, HB 203
The Estoppel Bill is still working its way through the legisla-
tive sausage making process. On February 23rd, the Estop-
pel bill was placed on the House Calendar. We are optimistic 
that when and if the Estoppel bill is passed, it will still con-
tain the amended language we’ve been fighting so hard to 
include. See our prior Alerts discussing why this bill had to be 
changed.

The “Penalty Bill”, SB 1122-Dead
On February 3rd, SB 1122 was defeated in the Senate Reg-
ulated Industries Committee by a vote of 6 Nays to 4 Yeas. 
Had this bad bill passed it would have resulted in you pay-
ing higher assessments. How? Because the bill mandated a 
new fine to your association and your manager (previously 
$30 per day for 10 days) of $500 per day for 30 days (a new 
penalty of up to $15,000) if your association did not provide 
records timely.  We are thrilled that this bad bill was dropped 
from the legislative “race.”

The “Required Website Bill” HB 1405
With the race not over yet, there is one other bad bill for 
community associations that we want you to be aware of - 

HB 1405. This proposed bill was passed unanimously by the 
House Regulatory Affairs Committee on February 25th. We 
won’t know the exact language of this bill until is it “released” 
from the House Regulatory Affairs Committee. What we do 
know is that this bill would require condo associations with 
more than 500 units and HOAs with more than 7500 parcels 
to pay for, develop, and maintain websites for their associa-
tions. If this language rings a bell, then you’re right on point 
because we reported how damaging mandated websites can 
be for associations in a prior alert (think HB 1357).

Mandated websites are both extremely costly and time 
consuming. An association would not only have to create a 
website, but it would also need the funds and resources to 
maintain the site. But the real kicker is this, if your man-
dated website has a “breach in security” and a homeown-
er gets his or her identity stolen, the association could be 
fined up to a HALF A MILLION DOLLARS.  You heard right 
$500,000 dollars!!!!

And if the association pays, whose responsible?  
That’s right-- you the owners.

Florida Statute 501.171 provides that an association can be 
fined up to $500,000 for failure to meet certain reporting 
requirements once a breach occurs from the unsecure site.  
(See Fla. Stat. § 501.171(9)(b)(2015). This means an associa-
tion could have double exposure from failure to maintain a 
secure site - a potential lawsuit from the victim homeowner 
AND an enormous fine from the State. 

Without knowing the exact language of HB 1405, we’re not 
asking for your help quite yet. But be on the lookout for a 
future HELP CAN ALERT if we soon determine one is needed.

Although the finish line is in sight, the race isn’t officially over 
until March 11th. We’re very proud of what we’ve accom-
plished so far this session, and as always we promise to keep 
you informed and continue to fight bad legislation that could 
harm your community or increase your ownership costs.

Yours in Community, 

Alan Garfinkel, Esq.
Katzman Garfinkel, Founding Partner
Community Advocacy Network (CAN), Chairman



Pristine Ponds
Aquatic & Environmental

Services

Sam Mento
Office: 727.808.8546 
Fax: 727.375.8164
Email: sumosam@verizon.net

*Aquatic treatments 
of lakes, ponds and  
waterways using 
proven methods 
from years of  
experience
*Clearing and  
maintenance of 
areas around 
waterways
*Fountain  
installation and 
repair
*Pick up and 
removal of trash 
around ponds
* Repair and  
maintenance of 
pond structures 
*Excavation

6347 Sunhigh Drive 
New Port Richey, FL 34655

Beautify Your  
Aquatic Environment!

TO ADVERTISE WITH THE 
COMMUNITY NEWS PLEASE 

SEND AN EMAIL TO 
JSCANNAVINO@MGMT-ASSOC.COM
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BASHOR    LEGENDRE, LLP
Percy J. Legendre III, CPA

Direct (813) 679-1026
PLegendre@blcpas.com

4809 Ehrlich Road, Suite 203, Tampa, Forida 33624
11350 66th Street N., Suite 122, Largo, Florida 33773
blcpas.com Serving Tampa Bay Since 1985

(813) 961-3220
(727) 793-4108

FAX (813) 962-6165

CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANTS

County
Sanitation

Your Local Waste Collection, Disposal and Recycling Company

5601 Haines Road, N.
St. Petersburg, FL 33714
Email: countyrecycling@aol.com

Toll Free: 1-888-522-5794                               Local: 727-522-5794                                        Fax: 727-525-5720

www.countysanitationservice.com
12021 Hicks Road
Hudson, FL 34669

Email: countyrecycling@aol.com

MANAGEMENT AND ASSOCIATES
Community Association Management

Accessible • Competent • Dedicated

Call Now For A FREE Consultation
o�ce: (813)433-2000 toll free: (877)626-2435

www.mgmt-assoc.com

Specializing in Community Association Insurance Since 1984

Toll Free (US & Canada) 1-800-299-5055
www.scarrinsurance.com

BARRY SCARR, CIRMS
bscarr@scarrinsurance.com

KURT YOUNG, CIC
kyoung@scarrinsurance.com

Condominium and Homeowners Association Issurance

Focused on Condominiums and HOAs

• Audits, Reviews and Compilations
• Monthly Financial Reporting • Taxes
• Fraud Investigations • Consultations

10330 N. Dale Mabry Hwy., Suite # 207 • Tampa, FL 33618  
Phone: 813-374-0187 • Fax: 813-374-0188

Email: glenn@tampacpa.biz • Web: www.TampaCPA.biz

Glenn Nakamura, CPA, Partner, Excellent Service Director

Nakamura & Abraham, CPAs, P.L.
Certified Public Accountants

SWARMING TERMITES LOOK LIKE FLYING ANTS. CALL US TODAY FOR A FREE EVALUATION

“Proudly Servicing Florida Since 1985”
501 E. Lemon Street, Tarpon Springs / FLORIDA LICENSE 1805

V / MC / DISCOVER
visit us at impactpest.com

Colony Elimination System

 

“Proudly Servicing Florida Since 1985”
501 E Lemon Street Tarpon Springs / FLORIDA

24-HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE
Returning you to pre-loss condition

Structural Drying & Repair
Fire & Smoke Damage

Sewage Removal
Water Damage
Mold Removal

(727) 239-5486
1-888-637-7911

Christiaan Shallo
www.drs911.com  drs@drs911.com
Licensed General Contractor #CGC061708

WATER FIRE MOLD

Restoration Specialists
DiSaSTeR

R


